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F JUST DEFENCE 
JOHN LILBURN, 
Againſt | 


Such as charge him with Turbulency 
of Spirit. 
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Job 5 15. Bt he ſaveth the pcorfrom the ſword, from the month. 
and f:om the hand of the mighty. 
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Lrhough it be a ſmall thing with me now, after many yeers of fuf:r= 
ings,to-be judged ot any,or of mans jud ;cmcnr,nouwing no apr 
mcn are: judge things haſtily betore þ t:mc, before the Lord 
come, who wal bi ing w1:ght the hidden things of darkneſs, 2nd 
w.ll meke:maniteſt the: councels of the heares, yet conhdering tw 
vencmently at preient my Lic is ſought atter (as for a long 1m £ 
F- hath-becn) ana that thole who ſo.ca ncſtly defire my bloou. wants 
ing matter -in truc law ro-compals it, have by their-polick- Agents, filled almoſt cve- 
ry mans m- uth wah'clamours againſt me,thar L have everibecn, and continue a wizm ©» 
of a tu: bulcnr ſpirits; alvayes oppoling, ftriving, and fying in the faces of. all ays , 
thoritics, reſtleſs , and never laihed _— uppermoſt; yea,. though rhole 
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_ whom I my ſeIfhave labored by mighr BW... to advance and bring into power 
and thar therefore ir is very requiſite I be taken off, and that otherwiſe Enelaxd muſt 
never look to reft long in peace. ; yea, fo turbulent, rhat if there were none in 
the world but 7ob#-Lilburne , rather then-want ons to ſtrive withall, forſoorh, Fob 
wauld certainly quarrel with Lilbyrac, Binding that_this, bow.ſlightand upjuſ ſo- 
ever, hoth prevailed more. then-true Chriftianity -would:;admi, and threatens my 
life more then any marcer that is againſt mc, moſt mcn-of judgement evidently ſce= 
ing that nothing 1s laid ro my charge, worthy cither of deathor bonds ; I rake my. 
ſelf obliged ro vindicate my converſation from all ſuch wicked & cauſleſs aſperfions 
Ef by my filence I ſhould feema guilty,and to have nothing to plead in my defence. 

All rherefore who have any of the rrue fear of God in them, may pleaſe to rake 

notice, that as they oughr to judge nothing beforc.rhe time , i@ are they to be care- 
fulnorto judge according to appearance, bur to judge righteous judgement : the 
reaſon is,becauſe the appearance of things, rhe gloſs and outſide is uſually made 
by peliticians, the Arrs-men and Crafts-men of the, world, for maintenance ef their 
corrupt intereſts; theſe will be the ſole interprerers of -aacm-and things, raifng,by 
art and ſophiſtry, ſuch miſts before mens eyes, as what therewith , and by changing 
themſclves into rhe ſhape 6f Angels of light , deceive (were itpeflible) the very 
ele& ; byr whoſoever 5nd eth according ta.thcir. Vore,ig.certaine to judge amiſs, may 
ſoon be a flanderer, and ſgon after a murtherer ; and if he ſtop-not quickly, go ro 
hell with them,which 1s the end of all ſuch as love and make a lyc,eſpecially ſuch lyes 
as whereby mens lives are pur in danger. 
For thus dealt the falſe prophets with the true,and by their craft and policy led'ma- 
ny pcople to deſtroy thera 3 ang ſo likewiſe dealt the Scribes and Phariſees with the 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, giving out he was a wine-bibber, a friend of Phblicans and fin- 
ners, that he cait our devils by pee/zetub the prince of devils : and that for no other 
cauſe, bur that he publiſhed dofrines deſtructive to their intereſt of glory and do- 
mMunation, ' ; 

And juſt ſo dealt they with the Apoſtles and Diſciples ef our Lord, as may be 
ſeen 4s 4. and throughout the whole body of the Scriptures : and as Heb. 11. 37, 
were ſtoned, were ſawn afunder, were rempred, were flaine with the {word,wandered 
about in ſheep-skins and goats-skins, being deſtitute, afflifted , tormented, of 
whom the world was not worthy; they wandered in defarts, and in monntaines,and 
in dens, and caves of thecarth, And all theſe in their ſeveral times were reviled 
and reproached as turbulent perſons, as Pau! and Silas were in Afs 17.6, And when 
they found them not, they erew out Zaſoz and divers brethren unto the rulers of the 
City, crying, Theſe that have turned the world upfide down, are come hither alſo, 
whom 7a/oz hath received, and theſe do all contrary to the decrees of (e ſar ſaying, 
There is another King ,one Jcſus. | 

And thus in every age cver ſince hath it been, as witneſs all the yolumes ef the 
books ef Martyrs , and the Chronlicks of almoſt every nation ; and thus ſome- 
rimes upon. a religious, and ſomerimes upon a civil accoum, and very 
often upon- both in one and the ſame perſons ; the moſt faithtul. ſeryants 
of -Chrift in- every country where they lived 3. being. ever the greateſt enc- 
mics-to tyranny and oppreflion, and the moſt zealous maintainers of the known laws 
and liberties of their Country, .as was John Has in Bohemia, 7erom of Prague , 7obn- 
mwithiiff in Eneland, the Martyrs in Queen Mayes dayes., the Hugonots or Pro- 
rcſtamcs in- Frarce , the Gues- in the Low-Conmryes; all. not ohly _—— 

| | | Cxe- 


Kererticks by : che Church,-but rebels. -and craytors to their ſcyeral States and 
Princes. | 
And to come heme to our ſelves, and to our own knowledge, none have inthe 
leaſt oppoſed the illegal praftices of thoſe thar for the rime _—— been upper- 
moſt, bur as they have been given outro be Hererticks and Schilmaticks ; fo allo to 
be faRtious and ſeditious, men of contentious amd turbalenr ſpirirs': and this for 
no other cauſe, bur for ftanding for the truth , and centending for the known laws 
of the land; rhe proſecurors and &yers our of turbulency , proving ever unjuſt 
perſons and oppretſors; and the oppreſſed and ſufferers, though rchrough the poli- 
cies of wicked men they have been ſuppoſed to ſuffer as evil doers , yet a ſhort time 
bath proved they have ſuffered for _ and right, and were both fairhtal ro God, 
co their conſciences,and trueſt friends to their native countries, and tothe laws and 
liberties thereof, which rightly underſtood, give check roall ſuch unjuſt and cvil 
praQices! So thar if men would but conſider whence the cry ariſerh,and char it com- 
cth ever from thoſe that do the injury, and is done purpoſely te fit and prepare ſuch 
for deſtruQion as oppoſe their nojuſt deſigns, that whom by law they cannot de- 
ſtroy, firſt ro kill their reputation, and to render them odious; that ſo what vie- 
lence er bloody injuſtice is done unto them, may be digeſted, if nor fully approved. 
I fay, were theſe truths conſidered, well-meaning people would nor be ſo eafily de- 
luded and drawn in to cry, as theſe politicians cry ; nor ſo cafily under the notion 
of turbulent ſpirirs give up in ſacrifice the lives and bloods ot their deareſt and beſt 
friends, to the lawleſs luſts and wills of ambitious men , untill none are left rharx 
dare utter one word in defence of known rights, or once open their mouths in oppoſi- 
-rion of arbitrary and illegal PR l 
For wherein can it be made appear that I eyer bave been, oram of a rurbulenr 
ſpirit ? rrue ir is,fince T have had any underſtanding, l have been under afflition,and 
Gene moft of my time in one priſon or orker; bur if rhoſe rhar aftlited me did it un- 
juſtly, and that every of my impriſonments were unlawful, and that in all my ſuf- 
ferings I have not ſuffered as an evil doer, bur for righteouſneſs ſake; rhem were 
rhey turbulent that afflited'and impriſoned me , and nor I that have cryed out a» 
gainſt choir oppreſſions; nor ſhould my many unpriſoaments be more a blemiſh un- 
ro me, then unto the Apoſtle Paul, who thoughr-it no diſhonour to remember thoſe 
thet ſomewhat deſpiſed him, that he had been in labours more abundantin ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
And truly, though I have ner wherewith ro compare with thoſc glorious wirnefſes 
' of God, thar in the Apoſtles times ſealed the reftimony of Jeſus with their bloods, 
gor With thoſe that in the ages fince, down to theſe rimes, who have with the loſs of 
their own lives brought us our of the groſs darkneſs of Popery , iato a poſfibiliry of 
diſcerning the clear traths of the Goſpel; yeras1 have the aflurance of God in my 
own conſcience, that in the day of the Lord I ſhall be found ro have been fairhful, 
ſo thongh rhe policies of the adverſaries of thoſe truths I have ſuffered for, do 
blinde many mens underſtandings tor a ſeaſon concerning me , yet a time will come 
when thoſe that now are apt to cenſure me of rafhneſs and turbulency of ſpirirgwill 
dearly repent that cyer they admirred ſuch a thought, confeſs they have done me 
wrong » and wiſh with all their hearts they had bcen all of my judgement and te- 
olution, EE" 
There being nor one particular I have contended for, or for which I have ſuffer- 
ed,bur the right, freedome,'ſafery, and well-being of every particular man , woman, 
and child in Znglazd hath been fo highly een” 4 therein, that their freedome or 
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' bondage hath depended thereupon, ALA that had they not btenmifled in their 
Judgements,and corrupted in their underſtandings by ſuck as fought their bondage, 
they would haveſcen themſelves as much bound to have afliſted me, as they judge 
themſclves obliged ro deFver their neighbour out of the hands of theevs & robbers, 
it. being impoſſible'for any. man, woman, or child in England, to be free from the ar- 
birrary and tyrannical wills of men, except thoſe ancicnr laws and ancient rights of 
England, for which I have contcaded even unto blood , be preſerved and main- 
rained; the juſtneſs and goodneſs whereof I no ſooner underſtood, and how great 
a check they were to tyranny and oppreſſion, but my conlcience enforced me to 
_ firme in their defence againſt all innovation and contrary practices in whom- 
ever, 

For [ bleſs Sod I have been never partial unto men, neither malicing any, nor 


having any mans perſon in admiration, nor bearing wirh -that in one ſort of men, .- 


which I condemned in others, | | 

As for inſtance, the firſt fundamental: right I contended for in the late Kings and 
Biſhops times, was for the freedom of mens perſons, againſt arbirrary and illegal 
Smpriſonments, it being a thing expreſly contrary to the law of the land, which re- 
quirerh, That no man be attached, impriſonedze#c.(as in Magnaſ,bartazcap. 29.)bur by 


' . lawful judgement of a Jury, a law ſe juſt and prelcryarive, as without which jntirely 


; obſerved, eycry mans perien is continually liable robe impriſoned ar plcaſure,and 
eitherto he kept there for moneths or yeers,, or ts þe ftaryed there , ar the wills of 
thoſe that in any time are in power, as hath ſince been {cer and felt abundant]y,and 
had been more,had not ſome men trove againſt ir; bur ir being my lot ſo to be im- 
priſoned in thoſe times, 1 conceive I did but my duty re manifett the injuſtice rhere- 

- of;, and claime and cry out for my right, and in ſo doing was ſerviceable to the li- 

- berries of my country , and no wayes-deſgryed te be accounted turbulent in fo 

. doing.. | | | ha 

Another fundamental right 1. then comended for, was, that nomans conſcience 
ought to be racked by oaths impoſed, to anſwer to queſtions concerning himſelf in 
matters criminal, or pretended to be {o, 


| The ancient known right and law of England being, that no man be pur ro his de- | 


- fence at lawguponany mans bare {aying,or upon his own oath,bur by prelentment of 


lwfal men, and by tairhful witncfles brought for the {ame ſame face to face; a law 


and known right, withour which any that are in power may at pleaſure rake into the 

_ ireftsof every man for matter ro deſtroy life, Iberry, or eftare, when according to 
. truc Jaw and due proceedings, there is nought againſtthem ; now-ir being my lot. to 
he drawn'out and required.to take an oath, and to be required to anſwer to queſti- 
ors againſt my ſelf and others whom I honoured, and whom I knew. no. evil by, 
thou Þ1 might-know {uch things by them as the oppoſſors and perſecutors , would 

_ have puniſhed, them forgin that 1 ſtood firm to our truce Engliſh liberty, as reſolvedly 
yerlifted therein,enduring a moſt cruel whipping, pilloring, gagging,and barbarous 
1nprifonmenc, rather then betray the rights and liberties of gvery man; did Ide- 

! ſerve tor ſo doing to be accounted turbulent ? certainly none will ſo judge, but ſuch 
- 2$ are very weak, or very wicked ; the firſt of which arc inexculable ar this day, this 
- antient right having now for many yeers been known to all men; and the Jatter 
oughr rather to be puniſhed then be counrenanced, being ſtill ready to do rhe. like to 
aw orany man. then contended alfo againſt cloſe-impriſonment,as moſt illegal, be- 


_  ing.contrary ro the known laws of the land; and by which tyrants and oppollors in all 


- ages have broken-the ſpirits of the Engliſh, and ſomgruyes broken their very hearts, 


a crnelcy. 
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- acruelty fF ars ſenſible of, but ſuch as hare: been ſenfible by ſuffering ; 'but yore 
.. done to every one : belides, being all members of one body, thar is, of the Englith 


"not till in my own particular L was aflaulted and violaied; | 


ſon, though under as great ſuffering as ever ſince, - but as one grievoully injured, 


and all | had, and engaged with themzand did whar ſervice 1 was able, at Edge-hill, 


_ Lſhall ever chankfully remember ro his juſt honour. LS 
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concerns all men to oppoſe in whomſoever ;: for whar is done to any one, may*be- 


Commonwealrh,one man ſhould nor ſufer wrongfully, bur all ſhould be ſenhible,and 
endeavour his preſervation ; otherwiſc they give way to an inler of the ſea of will 
and power, upon their laws and liberities, which axe rhe beundarics to keep out ty- 
1any and oppreffion; and who afſif's nor in ſuch cafes, betrayes his own rights, and 1s 
over-run, and ota free man made a ſlave when he thinks not of ir, or regards ir not, 
and (0 (hunning the cenſure of turbulency, incurs the guilr of treachery to the pie- 
ſenr and future generations, Nor did [ thruſt my ſelf upon thele conteſts tor my nas 
tive rights, az:d*rhe rights of every Engliſhman, bur was forced thereupon in my 
own detence, which I urge not, bur thar.i judge it lawiul, prailc-worthy, and ex- 
pedicnt far every man, continually to watch over the rights and liberues of his 
country, and to ſee that they are violated upon none , though the moſt vile 
and diflolure - of men; or if they be, ſpeedily ro indeayour redrefle z” other- 
wiſe ſuch violations, breaches, and incroaciments will cat like a Gangrene upon the 
common Liberty, and become paſt remedy :- but I urge ir, that it may appear I was 
ſo far from whar would in me have been interpreted turbulency, that 1 contended 


Neither did 1 appear. to the Parliament in their prime eſtate -as a turbulent per- 


contrary to the Laws and Rights of England ; and as one deſerving their prore@ion 
and deliverance our of that chraldom wherein I was, and of large and amaple repa- 
ration, as they did of Mr. Buiten, Mr.Prya, and Dr. gaftwick 3. and which their fa- 
vourable and render regard to perſons in our condition, gained them multitudes of 
faithful friends, who: from fo. juſt and charitable a diſpofigion - appeating' in”them, 
concluded: rhey were fully rejolved to reſtore the Nation to its long loſt/ liberty - 
without delay. NH | | 

Being dclivered by them, and underſtanding._their'caulc. ro be juſt, the differences 
berwzen them and the lare King daily increaſing, I frequently adventured my elf in . 
their defence ; and ar length, the:controverke advancing to-a war, T left my Trade 


and afterwards at Branford, where after a ſharp refiſtance, l was taken priſoner; and 
refuſing large offers if'I would rehounce rhem,'andi{erve the King , 1 was carryed a 
pinioned priſoner to Oxford, where I endured forrows and afiiiftions inexprefible : - 
yer neither by enemy nor friend, was ever to that time accounted turbulent, though 
I there inſiſted for my Rights as earneſtly and importunarely as ever, and ashigh- 
ly diſdainedall their threats or allurements; and again found ſo much:reſpe _ 
trom the Parliament , as when my life was moft in; danger,,.to be once more preſer- 
ved by them--though then nor o treely ;as attiity bur upon the carneſband almoſt 
diſtracted ſolicitation of my dear wife, violently ruſhing into the Houſe, and'caſt- 
ing her ſelf down before them art their Bar : tor now their hearts were- nor ſo ſoft 
and tender as at firſt-: but ſo far was I then from this new imputation of wutbulency,.. 
cither in City, Country, Parliament, or Army, thar I had-every-ones welcomart my 
return; and my Lord,General Efex to-expreſs his joy and affeAtion rome, though he 
knew me a nored Secary- (a people: he way ſounhappy to diſafteR) that Ke gave 
me no les then berwixt 200 and 3001. in mony ,; and.offers-of any kindneſs;- which 


Bnc Col, Homftced, and all non-conformifts, Puritans, and ScRaries being —_— 4 
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| diſcoutaged and wearicd our of that 0) and the 'Eart of MantcheWer Major Ge- 
- neral of the affociate Counties, giving countenance unto them, I'part my ſelf under 
his Command, my then moſt dear friend , as much honored by me, as any manin 
+ theworld, the now Lord General Cromwe!l, being then his Licur, General : whar ſer- 
vices I performed whilſt I continued under their command , will not become me-to 
report; I ſhall oncly ſay this, that I was not then accounted cither a coward, or 
uniaithful ; nor yer of a turbulent or contentious ſpirit, though I reccived ſo much 
caulc of diſlike at ſome carriages of the ſaid Earl, as made me leave the ſervice,and 
ſoon after coming tor London, diſcovered fo great a deteftion in the Parliament frew 
cheic firſt Principles, as made me reſolve never reengage fufther with them, uncil 
they repented and recturned,and did their firſt works: from which chey were lo tar, as 
thar there had nor been any corrupr practice formerly complained of, cicher in the 
High-Commiſſion , Stgr-Chamber, or Councel-Table, or any exotbitancics cllc- 
where, bur began afreſh ro be praRiſed beth by the Houſe of Lords, and Hcule of 
Commons, without any regard to thoſe Antient fundamental Laws and Rights , for 

the violation of-which, they had denounced a war againſt the King. 

Nor did they thus themſelves, but coumtenanced and eaconraged the fame 
throughout the Land,illegal imprifonments, & cloſe-impriſonmenrs,& examinations 
of men againſt themſelves, everywhere commonz and upon Petitions to Parliamenr, 
in ſtead of relief, new Ordinances made further to intangle them, and all ſtill point» 
ed againſt the moſt Conſcientious peaceable people , ſuch as could net contozm to 
Parliament- Religion, bur deſired ro worſhip God according to their own Judgements 
and Conſciences; a juſt freedom to my underſtanding, and the moſt juſt and reaſon- 
able, and moſt conducing to publick peace that could be; andin the uſe whereof, 

"I had in ſome yeers before, enjoyed the comfortable fruition of a gracious God and 

lo ving Saviour ; and which occaſioned me, ſo ſoon as the Centroverhie abour liber- 
ry of Conſcience began, to appear with my pen in its juſt defence , againſt my q#or- 
dam fellow-ſufferer Mr. P:yz , as a liberty due not onely according to the word of 
God, which I effc@ually proved , bur due alſo by the fundamental Laws of the 
Land, which provide that no man be queſtioned; or moleſted, or pur to anſwer for 
any thing, bur wherein he materially violates the perſon, goods , or good name of 
another : and however ſtrange the defence thereof rhen appeared, time hath proved 
that 'it is a liberty which no conſcientious man or woman can' ſpare , being ſuch, 
as Withour which every one is lyable ro moleſtation and perſecution , theugh he live 
never ſo honeftly, peaccably, and agreeable to the Laws of the Land; and which 
every man muſt allow, that will keop to that golden rule, to do as he would be done 
unto. | | 
And though my ready appearing alſo for this my native Righr, and the Right of 
every man in Eneland, gained me many adverſaries (for men will be adverſe to the 
beſt and juſteſt rhings that ever were, till throngh time and ſound confiderartion, the 
underſtanding be informed) yet neither for this was I accounted turbulent, or of a 
contentious ſpirit, ; | : 

My next engagement was as a witneſs againſt the Earl of Mancheſter , upon Arti- 
cles exhibired by his Licurenant-General Cromwel ; wherein I being ſcrious,as know- 
ing matters to be foul, opened my ſelf at large, as thinking the ſame was intended to 
have becn thorowly +. vanes) : but the greatmen drew ſtakes , and I was left to 
wreſtle wich my T__ who,what by craft, as ſerring hismiſchievous Agent Col. King 
upon my back, and the Judges of rhe Common Pleas , and upon that the power of 


- the Houſe of Lords, as gor me firft an impriſonment in New-gate , and afrer —_ 
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zhe Tower. "Againſt which'oppreſſion, for urging the fundamental Laws of England: 
gainſt rheir-uſurped and innovated powers, I then began ro be termed a fatious,ſe- 
d;rions, and turbulent fellow, not fit to live upon earth, For now by this time,both 
Houſe of Lords and Houſe of Commons were engaged in all kindes of arbitrary and 
tyrannical pra&ices, cven to extremity, Sorkar I muſt pray rhe judicious Reader 
well ro mark the cauſe for which I was firſt accounted turbulenr, wx, for urging the 
fundamental Law of the land againſt thoſe char rhoughr rhemſelycs uppermoſt in 
owcr, and aboye the power of Law , as their prattices manifeſted ; and he 4hall 
le hes for no other cauſc have I been reputed ſo eyer ſince to this very day; and 

that it ſhall be any mans portion that dorh lo, | 
Abour this time, the Army began to diſpure the command of Parliament;and thar 
as they largely declared, becauſc the Parliament had forſaken their rule, the ſunda- 
mcntal Laws of England, and exerciſed an arbitrary and tyrannical power over the 
conſciences, lives, liberties, and eſtates ; and inſtanced in me and others; who had 
becn long illegally impriſoned, Theſe now eſpouling the publikeCaulc;and thar their 
onely end was, rhat the ancicnt Rights and Liberries of "the people. of England might 
be cleared and ſecured,nor oncly prevailed with me,but thouſands others in London, 
Seuthwaik, and moſt places thorowour the Land, fo to adhere unto them, as notwith- 


| ftanding great preparations againſt them both by Parliament and City of I enden,yer 


they preyailed without bloodſhed. A friendſhip they ſhould not have ftorgorren, 

Obſtacles being thus removed, I who with many others , had adhered ro them, 
daily ſelicircd the performance of the end of this great undertaking and engagement, 
viz. the re-cftabliſhmenr of the fundamental laws ; bur as ir appeared then in part, 
and more plainly fince,there being no ſuchjreal intention,whatever had been preten- 
ded upon this our'folicitation,the countanances of the great oncs of the Army began 
to change towards us, and we found we were bur troubleſome to themand accounred 
men of turbulent and reftleſs ſpirits ; but at that time the Agitators being in ſome 
power, theſe aſperfions were but ſecretly diſperſed, | 

We ſeeing the dangerous conſequence of ſo ſuddain a defeQtion, from all thoſe 
zcalous promiſes-and proteſtations made as in the preſence of God: and having 
been inſtrumental in their oppoſition of the Parliamentary authority, and knowing 
that in our conſciences, nor in the fight of God, we could nor be juſtified, except we 
perſevered to the fulfilling ot che end, The reſtaurarion of the Fundamental Laws 
and Rights of the Nation ; and TI eſpecially, who had ſpilt both my own and other 
mens bleods in open fight, tor the attainment thereof , look'd upon my ſelf as no 
other or better then a murtherer of my brethren and Country-men , i I thould 
onely by my ſo doing make way for raifing another ſort of men into power , and fo 
cnable them ro trample our Laws and Liberties more under foor then ever. Upon 
rheſe grounds, I cealed not day nor night to reduce thoſe in chiefeft power into a 
betrer remper of ſpirit, and to perſwade them to place their happineſs not in Ab- 
ſolnrencſs of domination , bur in performance of their many zealous Promiſes :nd 
Declarations made with ſuch vehemencie of expreffion , as in the preſence of God, 
and publiſhed in prior to all the world ; urging what a diſhonour it would be ro 
the whole Army , to have their faith ſo broken and violated , that rhough they 
might ſucceed in making out power and domination ro ſome few of rhem-, yer God 
could nor be ſatisfied, nor their conſciences be at peace. This was my way romoft' 
of them for a long time ; bur 1 may rruely ſay, wih David , They plentifully payd - 
me hatred for my good will ; and fo my gaod counſel, ( for ſs 1 believe rime will _ 
provc it., though now they ſcema- to ride onthe wings of proſperity.with rheir i=» -> 
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'._ Botren wealth and power) they layd ſnares to take away my lite, FEY 
And in order thereuncoy I with others being at the proſecuting of a Petition, one. 
of thcir offcicus Spycs lays an accuſation againſt me at the Houſe of Commons 
bar ; where clazming a Tryal "I for any thing could be alleadged againſt me, 
and denying their Autherity as tobe my Judges, and for maintaihbing that 1 ought ' 
not to pe r: yed in any calc. but by a Jury of my Neighbourhood ; For this doing, I 
was {cnt 2gain pritoner to the Tower, where I contuiucd for-many months ; and then 
again aecountcd a taCtious, ſcditious, and tu: bulenr fellow, that owned no Authort- 
ty , and that would have no Government; the cauſe being ſtill che ame, tor tharT. 
would not renounce the Law my birthright,and tubmir ro the wills of men in power, 
which as an Eng lith man I am bound to oppole. 
- Burnew Troublcs appearing , and the great ones being in ſuppolition they mighr 
E-! once m»re need cheir dijlatisÞed friends, atcer a fore impritunment, 1 obtained my li- 
bercy,and ſo much. ſhew of reipeCts,as ro baye the damiges ( alorred for my 'utterings 
under the S/ar-chamber ſentence) alcertained $; bur nur the leaſt motion towards the 
performance of publike engagements, bur only as troubles came, as abour hat time 
cheydidappcar,up: n the general riſing & coming in of Hamil/on,Goringand the like, 
then indecd prom:'es were renewed, and tcars fhed in token of repenrance,and then « 
all 2gain cmbraccd as Fricnds, all namcs of reproach ceaſe, turbulent, and leveller, 
and all ; and welcome every one that will now but help; ard this trouble being bur 
over, all chat .eycr was prom {ed ſhould be faithiully and amply performed : bur ro 
ſooner over, rhcn all again forgotren ; and every one atrcſh reproached, that durſt - 
bur pur chem in m.nde of what they fo larely had promiſed : yea, all ſuch of the 
Army, undcr one pretence or other, excluded the Army , and ſo nothing appearing 
buc a miking way for Abſoluteneſs, and ro render the A:my a mcer mercenary ſer- 
vile ching, {utable ro thar end, that might make no conſcicnce of promiſes, or have ' 
> any (enic of the Cauſe for which they were railed, | | | 
Pgycciving this, I with others having, proved all their-pretences of Joyning in an 
Agriemcnt of the Peable ro be bur deluſicna , and that they neither broke the Par- 
; Jiam:nt. in pieces., nor put the King to.death , in order to- the reſtauration of the 
bs Fundam: ntal Laws of * bn Nation whatever was pretended , burzto advance them= 
5 ſelves ; Lhaving been in the Norch-ab- ut my own buſineſs while thoſe things were 
dont,and com ng to Long ſoon after, and ftinding(as to the Common Fre dum) all 
things 'n 1 worle condition, and morc endangered then ever,made an application ro 
the C:un«1 of rhe Army bya Paper, wherein were good grounds of picyention'; 
bur ſome cHere making a worſe u'e thereof, interprered the fame a diſturb-nce of rhe 
A wy,, carnctly m 'ving they might get a Law to hang tuch as ſo diſturbed them 
a.m ig thcy could hang twenty tor one the 01d Law could do. | 
| W -c:c.p0n, We applyed our ſelves to rhe new-purged Parliamenr, with a Pa- 
F pe: called (hs Serious Appreb:nfious © unto which obtaining no aniw: r., -1.cndea- 
| vourtd +» 120 gotten hands to anvther Paper to be preſented to the Houſe , which 
was prunicd under the title of The ſecond Part of Enslands new Chains diſcovered 1 
where mn was 14.4 ap much of whar fince-hath be:n brought upon the Nation of 
will 2nd powe. , v1? at this daydeſet yeth to be read by all that conceive me ro be 
of a tw bulcat ſp, ric wherein they will find? the cauſe ft I'the ſame, viz,my conſtant 
aghercnce rw the known ohrs of rhe nat.on,and no other, . | | 
 Upin ris, ! ra ferclcd ut of bed.and houſe by a party of horſe and foot, in 
= fuch > 110ad'u} mopoce, 45 {1 Fad be-nthe greateſt traitor ty the laws and T.berties 
7 io Eng lana,t hat eyer vas; ih{touldier bing raiſcd bnely againſt ſach trairors,and - 
> / ; -NOL 
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nor to ſeize upon men thar ſtrove for their reſtoration; but nowthe caſe was 2lrered» ' 
and 1 muſt be nv 1-(s chen a traitor, and fo taken, and lo declared 81! over England) 
with my orher tcllow-iuftercrs, and all clapt up priſoners in the Tower, and atter a 
while cloſe priloners, and then not only aiperſed to be taQtious and turbulerr, 

bur Arhcifts, and Infidels, ot purpoſe to fit us tor deftrution. 

And though after a long and tedious impriſonment, they could never fmde where- 
- of kkgally to accuſe us tor any thing they pur us in priſen,, yer icrap'd they up new 

marter againft me, from the rime they gave me L berry ts vihe my fick and diftretled 
tamily ; a thing heathens would have x aſhamed of (but who ſo wicked as dif- 
ſembling Chriſtians?) and upon th:s n'w marrer, ſmall as it was , what a Tryalfor 
my lite was I puc upon? what an ab{olute reſolution did there appeare to take away 
my lite? but God'and the good Conſc.ences of rwelve honeſt men preſerved me, and 
delivered me of that their ſnare ; which ſmore them to the heart, bur ner with rrue 
repentance ; for then had they ceaſed to purſue me 2 bur juſt before chart my Tryah 
It is not to be forgotten , how-a Declaration was ſet forth by the then Councel of 
State, {1gnitying my complyance with young Charles Stuart , Juſt as now was publiſh- 
cd in print upon the very morning 1 was brought to the Seflions-houle : yea, -and 
the ſamc papers brought into the now Parliament, of purpoic ro beipeak and pre- 
vent the cfic& ot thoſe Petitions then preſcnied in my behal!, and to turn the ſpirirs 
of the Houle againſt me : ſo that nothing is mare evident , then thar the ſame hand 
Kill ſtones mezand for the ſame caule ; and that I may be murdered with ſome credit, 
firſt chey kill me with flanders ; bur as they in wickedneſs, ſo God in righteouſneſs, 
and the Conſciences of good men in matter of: Juſtice, is ftillthe ſame; and 1 can» 
not doubt my deliverance, 

God and the Conſciences of men fearing him more then mem, freeing me from this 
danger, I endeavoured to {ertle my (clt in ſome comtortable way of living , Jing 
one thing and another ; but being troubled with Excite, wherein I could not (her 
Iike other men,l was ſoon tiredzand being dayly.applycd unto for Counſel by friends, 
I relelvcd to undertake mens honeſt cauſes , and romanage them cither as Sollict- 
tor er Pleader, as. I ſaw cauſe ; wherein 1 gave fatisfation. And amongf oethers,l 
was retained by one Maſter 7of. Primate in a cauſe concerning a Colliery, which L 
found,though Juſt, to have many great oppoſers, and chiefly my ingaged adverſaric, 
Sir Aribw Haſcliige, one that did what he could to have ſtarved.me in prifon,ſeizi 
en my moneys in the North, when | had nothing to maintaine my iclt, my witc Ke. 
children; this cauſe had many traverſes between the Committee in the North, and 
the Committee for ſequeſtration art Haberdaſbers-Hall. 

And lo much injuſtice appeared unto me to have becn manifeſtly done, that I ſer 
forth cheir unworthineſs as fnlly as I was able, and art length the cauſe being to re= 
celve a final determination betore rhat Committee, 1 wick my Client and other his 
councel appeared daily for many dayes, proving by undeniable argaments, from 
point to point,the right ro be in Maſter Primate : bur Sir Arthur Haſt lrige a Member | 
of Parliament and Counccl of State, and a mighty man in the North and in the 
Army , (© beſtirred himſclt, That when Judgement came to be given , it was given 

the major Vote againſt my Clyent, quite contrary te the opinions of meſt that 
are it, and to my Clicnts and my underſtanding, againſt all cqniry and con- 

CIEACE, — 

Whereupon,my Client by his petition appealed ro the Parliament, wherein lie ſwp- 

poſcrh that Sir Arthur had oyer-awed the-Commirree te give a corrup” Judgemoar. 


And being queſtianed, ayoned the petition I and clcares mc from Haw, 6 
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_ Ying any hand therein. The houſe were w a great heat, and quarrelled my giving 
| our the petitions betore they were received by them, though nothing was more conn- 

mon; bur order a rehearing of the whole matter by a large Commirtce of Members 
of the houſe-in the Exchequer-Chamber, where notwithſtanding the right appeared 
as clear as the Sun when it ſhines at noon-day, to be in my Clientzro all by-ftand- | 
ers not preingaged , yet wh Iſt itwas in hearing, long before the report. was made, 
I had divers atlured me 1 ſhould be baniſhed ; and when I demanded for whar 
cauſe, I could ger none, bur thar I was of a rurbulent ſpirir,, It was ſtrange to me, 
nor os F bchieve a thing ſo grolly unjuſt could be done , and provided nothing - 
Qgaiir it, 

Bur upon the report of Maſter Hi!! the lawyer, moft falſe as it was, rhe Houſc 
was {2id to have paſled Vores upon me of ſeven thouſand pound fine, and perpetual 
baniſhmenr, 

And upon the Tuſday after call-d me ro their Bar, and commanded me to kneel] 

' once, twice, and agaim; which I retuſing,- and defiring to ſpeak , -they would nor 
ſufer me, but commanded me to withdraw; and the next news I heard, was, thar 
upon paine of death, I muſt within rwenry depart rhe land : which though alrogerher 
groundleſs, yer finding all rumors concurring inrheir deſperare reſolutions, thought 
it ſafeſt ro withdraw for a ſeaſon,into ſome parts bzyond the ſeas ; and ſo] did,where 

' I had been bur a very ſhort time, burl ſaw a paper intituled An Att in execution of a 
Fudgement given in Pailiament, for the baniſhmen! of Licut. Co!. John Lilburne , and 
ſs be taken 4s @ filon non his return, &c, at which I wondered , for 1 was certaine 
I had received no Charge,nor any form of trial, nor had any thing there laid to my 


Charge, nor was never heard in my defence to any thing, 534 
Nevertheleſs, there I continued in much danger and miſery for above {ixteen ma- | 
neths,my eſtate being ſeized by Sir Ariþyr ; ar length underſtanding the diflslution | 


of the Parliament, I concluded my danger not much if I ſhould return ; and having þ 
fomc incouragement by my wife, from what my Lord General {16mwell ſhould ſay Il 
of the injuſtice of the Parliaments proceedings, and of their {prerended ) AQ, I 
i caſt my ſelf upon my native country, with reſolutions of all peaceable demeanor ro- 
wards allmen; bur how 1 have been uſed thereupon, and fince,the Lord ofheaven | 
' be Judge berween thoſe in power and: me It being a cruelty beyond example,thar I 
Gould be fo violently hurr.ed to Newgate, and moſt unjuſtly pur upon my trial for 
my lite as a Felon, upon ſo groundleſs a meer ſuppoſed AR, notwithſtanding ſo ma- PRs, 
Ay petirions to the centrary, 
And now,thar all men ſee the groſneſs of their cruelry and bloody intentions to- 
wards me, and having not conſciences to go back , they now fill all mens mouthes, 
whom they have power to deceive, that I am of ſo turbulenr a ſpiriz,thar there will 
' be no quierneſs in England except | be taken off, 
: Burt dear Country-men, friends, and Chriſtians, aske them what cvilI have done, 
— an rheycanſhew you none ; no,my great and onely faulr is, thar (as they conceive) 
'H I will never brook whilſt I live to ſee (and be filent) the laws and rights of the Nati- 
on rrod under foot by themſelves, who have all the obligations of men and Chriſti- 
aas to revive and reftore them. They imagine, whilft I hayc'breath, the 01d law of 
the land wil! be pleaded an4 upheld againft the new, againſt all innovared law or 
practice whatſoever. And becauſe 1am, ahd continue conſtant ro my principles 
| - ap8 which I firſt engaged for the'commion liberry, and will no more bear in theſe 
 theviolationofthem, then I did in the King, Biſhops, Lords, or Commons, bur 
- > Etyaloud many times of their abominable unworthineſs intheir ſo doing ; therefore 
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ro ſtop my mouth, and take away my lite, = cry out I never will be quiet , I neyer 
will be content with any power ; bur the juſt God heareth in heaven, and thoſe who 
are his true ſervants will bear and conſider upon earth, and I truſt will not judge 
according to the yoice of ſelf-ſeeking ambitious men, their crearures and relations , 


bur will judge righteous judgement, and then I doubt nor all their aſperfions of me - 


will appear moſt falſe and cauſleſs, when the worſt 1 haye'laid or written ef them 
and their wayes, will prove leſs then they have deſerved. 

Another ſtratagem they have upon me, is, ro poſleſs all men, xhar all the ſouldiers 
in the Army are againſt me; but they know the contrary, otherwiſe why do they 
ſo carefully ſuppreſs all petitions which the ſouldicrs have been handing in my be- 
half ? indeed thole of the ſouldiers that hear nothing bur what they pleale of me, ei- 
ther by their ſcandalous tongues or books , may through mifinformarion be againſt 
me z bur would they permit them to hear or read what is extant to my vindication, I 
would wiſh no better friends chen the ſouldiers of the Army; for I am certaine 1 
never wronged one of them, nor are they apt ro wrong any man, Cxcept upon a 
miſintormation. 

Bur I hope this diſcourſe will be ſarisfaftory both to them and all other men, thar 
I am no ſuch Wolfe, Bear, or Lyon, that right or wrong deſerves to be deſtroyed ; 
and through rhe truth hercin appearing, will ſtrongly perſwade for a more gentle 
coaſtruion of my intentions and converſation, and bean efte&ual Anrtidore againft 
ſuch peiſonous aſps who endeavour to kill me with the bitterneſs of their envenomed. 
rongues , that they ſhall nor be able to prevaile againſt me, ro. {way the conſciences 
of any to my prejudice in the day of my trial, 

Frailcies and infirmities I have, and thick and threefold have been my provocati- 
ons ; he that hath nor failed in his rongue, is perfe&t, ſo amnorT, I dare nor ſay, 
Lord I am nor as other men; bur, Lord be merciful to me a [inner 3 Bur I have been ' 
hunred like a Partridge upon the mountains : My words and ations in the times of 
my trials and deepeſt diftreſs and danger have bcen ſcanned with the ſpirit of Jobs 
comforters; bur yet I know I have to do with a gracious God, knew that my redeem- 
er liveth, and that he will bring 1:ghrt our of this darkeneſs, and cleer my innocency 
to all the world. 
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